The suggested draft evades the question of eliminating the
vestiges of German fascism and of reconstructing German
political life on democratic lines, an omission to which one
cannot agree,
Only yesterday we all admitted that our primary objec-
tive was not only to "wipe out the Nazi party'1 but also to
remove the effects of the domination of Hitlerism in all
spheres of public life in Germany. We regarded the accom-
plishment of these tasks as an essential condition for the re-
construction of the German state on democratic lines, in
order that Germany might cease to exist as an- aggressive
force and become a democratic and peace-loving state which
would then be able to cooperate peacefully in international
affairs.
We all realized that this reconstruction would not be
easy, that it would take some time, and would require us to
give active support to those democratic forces among the
German people which would undertake this task. It must be
recognized that appreciable democratic forces have sprung
up in Germany, and that they are already working with a
certain amount of success for her democratic renascence.
But, after all, this democratic reconstruction has only just
begun; only a beginning has been made; the forces of fas-
cism in Germany are as yet far from eradicated. It is well
known that agrarian reform, involving the elimination of the
big landowners who formed a reliable buttrfessi of Hitlerism,
has been carried out only in the Soviet zone, and has not
even begun in the Western zones. Monopolistic associations
of German industrialists, all those cartels, trusts, syndicates
and the rest on which German fascism relied in preparing
for aggression and in waging war, still exercise their in-
fluence, particularly in the Western zones. Consequently,
if we want to have really reliable guarantees of security for
the future, we have no reason to relax attention to the prob-